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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. 

We lit the first candle in the Advent wreath last Sunday.  It was purple, symbolizing hope. The 

holidays are here. We celebrate Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s.  Some friends and 

neighbors, and even relatives celebrate different holidays. That’s okay. We love them.   

Several things happen during the season of Advent. The young at heart string lights outside 

our houses. There’s a Christmas tree inside. The Moravian star might hang outside or in-

side.  We look forward to the visit from Saint Nicholas, or Santa Claus. We exchange gifts 

with family and close friends. 

The new church year begins with Advent. This year, 2025-2026, is year A in the Moravian 

Lectionary. The Lectionary is a three year cycle of gospel readings. Most gospel readings this 

year will come from Matthew.  

We remember a young couple forced to make a difficult journey when they were about to 

have a baby.  Surely her doctor told her not to travel on unpaved roads during those last few 

weeks of pregnancy, and especially not on a donkey. We know now that the baby boy born 

to that couple grew up to become the Savior of the World.  He was murdered by the  

Romans.  After rising from the dead, he ascended into heaven.  And he promised to return.   

Advent reminds us that we are waiting for Jesus Christ to return. 

Many of us are uneasy about events in our country and in the world.  Some of us are  

downright scared. Take time to quiet your hearts and minds and remember that Christ will 

come again in God’s perfect time.  Sing this Advent carol:  

 

“O come, Desire of Nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife, and 

quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall 

come to you, O Israel!”  

(Hymn 274 v.4 Moravian Book of Worship) 

                                                                                                               Charlott Bramwell  

 

 



 

 

"In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,  
liberty; in all things, love." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Great Kills Moravian Church 

Phone: 718-317-7788 

Fax: 718-356-2826 

*Office: Mon- Thurs 9am - 1pm 

*office hours subject to change 

Office Administrator: Elizabeth Loveridge  
Email: office@greatkillsmoravian.org 
Website: www.greatkillsmoravian.org 

We are also on Facebook 

Email: pastor@greatkillsmoravian.org 
 

Elders: 
Muriel Timari, Vice Chair 
Liz Reres 
Karen Maskuli  
Debra Jelonek  
Charlott Bramwell, Secretary  
Todd Hallett 
 

Trustees: 
Nancy Burri, President 
Mike Crea, Vice-President & Treasurer 
Claudia McGloin, Financial Secretary 

Janice Hermansen 

Stan Timari 
Jim Jimenez  
 

Central Board of Elders  
Liz Reres  
Muriel Timari  
 

Central Board of Trustees  
Nancy Burri 
Michael Crea 

Ministries and Events: 
 

Sunday Worship Services: We continue to hold 
worship services on Sunday at 11am in person 
and via Zoom. Worship aids and worship  
services are available for Zoom on our website, 
www.greatkillsmoravian.org. If you missed a  
service click on the Watch Now button under 
Previous Services and then click on the service 
you would like to view.  
 

Communion Services:  Monthly Communion 
cups can be delivered if you plan to join a  
communion service on Zoom. Contact the church 
office.  
 

The Joyful Noise Offering: Children collect a  
joyful noise offering every second Sunday.  This 
quarter, those coins will support Moravian Open 
Door.  The children enjoy the sounds of coins 
clinking, so bring in your coins.  They will accept 
cash and checks also. 
 

Greeters:  We are looking for Greeters to help 
with Sunday morning Service. All you have to do 
is arrive at 10:30am, smile, and say, “Welcome.” 
If you are interested tell Debra Jelonek when you 
can help! 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Prayer shawls are knit or  
crocheted for those who need of comfort or 
those who are celebrating something. If you are 
interested in volunteering to help make shawls 
or if you know someone who would like a Prayer 
Shawl, please contact the church office. 
 

Celebrations:  If you’d like birthday or  
anniversary wishes, let the church office know 
and they will be added to the monthly  
newsletter. 
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Christian Education: 
 

Children's Chat: Children’s Chat is held the  
second Sunday of the month during worship. 
 

Sunday School: Sunday school has started. 
Please contact Pam to register.  
 

Confirmation Class  The new confirmation 
class has started. Contact the church office if 
you and  your child are interested in the  
confirmation class. 
 

Bible Study:  Bible Study group meets after 
worship about 12:15 Sunday mornings. We 
are studying the book of Genesis. All are  
welcome! 

 

Joint Board news: 

The financial secretary asks that you write 
your envelope number in the memo section 
of your check.  
 

Trustee Bookkeeping Report for October 
 

Income.    $6,674.55 
Expenses. $9,661.70 
Surplus.   -$2,987.15 
 

December Birthdays 
12/2 Muriel Timari 
12/7 Erica Buell 
12/9 Dennis Brackett 
12/10 Louis Pezzengrilli 
12/16 Erin Gibbons 
12/17 Margaret Van Nostrand 
12/20 John Regis 
12/23 Joseph Pezzengrilli 
12/25 JESUS 
           Enduela Korbeci 
12/27 Jim Jimenez 
 

December Anniversaries 
12/1 Deborah and Fredrick Koop 
12/5 Lydia & Anthony Ruocco 
12/13 Patricia & James Ruch 

The Elders’ Corner  
On Thursday, November 20, 2025, the  
Elders held their monthly meeting. Muriel 
led us in a devotion and closed with a prayer 
at the end of the meeting. We discussed the 
worship services and welcoming Frank into 
the membership of the church. Frank runs 
the media every Sunday for us and has been 
leading the Bible Study that meets most 
Sundays after church.  
 

We had discussions about the newsletter, 
pulpit coverage, worship, bible study,  
Christian education, media, and ushers.  
Under Pulpit Coverage we discussed that on 
Sunday, December 7, Pastor Blondel-Jones 
Grant will be here serving out Lord’s Supper 
with us. Sunday, December 14th Pastor  
Jesus Laguerra will be with us. Sunday,  
December 21st, the Sunday School will bring 
their Christmas message and we will have a 
Lovefeast. Wednesday, Christmas Eve,  
December 24th and Sunday, December 
28th, Pastor Jesus Laguerra will be us. 
 

We are happy to report that we have three 
students in the Confirmation Class, they 
have started their class under the direction 
of Todd. Please be praying for all of them as 
they travel together on their spiritual jour-
ney about Christ and the church.  
 

We are excited that on Saturday, December 
5, 2025, at 7:00 pm there will be a Game 
Night sponsored by our Sunday School. Look 
for the sign-up sheet on the board in the 
hall way. 
                       Respectfully submitted, Muriel 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Sanctuary Poinsettias 
Order forms are available in the Church Office 
for poinsettias that will help decorate the  
Sanctuary for our Christmas Services, cost is $12 
per 6 inch poinsettia. Please make check  
payable to Great Kills Moravian Church. Orders 
are due to the church office by Sunday,  
December 14th. 
 

Unity Prayer Watch: December 18, 2025 
“Moravians have been praying around the clock 
for a long, long, time!” (Elizabeth D. Miller, 
Provincial Elders’ Conference) This year, the 
Staten Island Moravian Churches have been  
given December 18 as the day to be intentional 
prayer for the world. 

Please sign-up for one or more 15-minute time 
slots. Our times are 9am-1pm. Please contact 
the church office if you would like to participate, 
or use the sign-up sheet located on the Sign-Up 
Board outside the Cloak Room. 
 

Happenings at Great Kills Moravian Church 
From the Elders 

On Sunday, November 9 we had a special  
service based on Stewardship. Children and 
adults performed the skit “the Offering.” Four 
people sat in a pew when the offering plate was 
passed to them. Charlott Bramwell, Jimmy 
Jimenez, Debra Jelonek, and Todd Hallett acted 
out their thoughts.  Reading their thoughts 
were: Donna Ziegeler, Stan Timari, Donna Mon-
tanti, and Peter Ziegeler.  

Cayleigh Ziegeler passed the plate at the  
beginning of the row and retrieved it at end. 
Laughs and giggles erupted from the  
congregation during the performance. 

Muriel’s message following the skit emphasized 
that stewardship is not only our treasure, but  
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Email Address: If you have an email  
address, can the church have it?  We send 
the monthly Church Herald & Weekly  
Worship aid out by email. If you cannot 
attend Sunday worship and elect to follow 
the service online, you will have the  
worship aid on hand ahead of time.  
 

Directory: Do you want church friends to  
contact you?  Give your phone number and 
email address to the church office for  
inclusion in the next edition of the church 
directory.  
 

GKMC Prayer List: To add someone, send a  
request to the office. Request forms are in a 
basket in the Narthex. Otherwise contact 
Louise Brackett. 
 

Prayers For:  Elizabeth Peterson-Reres Family, Eth-

el and Bill Ducey, Anna Maria V, John Ducey, Bill and 
Carol Burt, Charlee, Samantha Catania, Patrick Cal-
cagno, Linda Golino, Susan C, Frank and family,  Jo-
anne K, Joyce Fernandez, Captain J. King, Maggie, 
Mark Chin, James Peterson, Doug Wycoff, Sean and 
his mom Sue and stepdad Bill, Amanda, Dr. Kre-
lensteri and Florence, Susan, the victims of Hurri-
cane Helene and Milton, The victims of the storms 
across Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, Alabama and 
North Carolina. The victims of the school shooting in 
Minnesota. The victims of Hurricane Melissa  
especially: Jamaica, Cuba, Bermuda, and the islands 
in the Caribbean.  
 

Pastors and co-leaders for December 
December 7 - Pastor Blondel Jones-Grant/Liz 
Reres  
December 14 - Pastor Jesus Laguerra 
Normalee Mallawaarachchi  
December 21- Muriel Timari/Sunday School 
Christmas Message  
December 24- Pastor Jesus Laguerra/  
Board of Elders  
December 25, 2025- Pastor Jesus La-
guerra/Todd Hallett 



 

 

Happenings at Great Kills Moravian Church 
From the Elders 

the talents, time, and relationships that 
God has given us. We glorify God in the way 
we use these resources to help build the 
Kingdom of God.  We are all God’s children 
making us brothers and sisters in Christ, not 
by family blood, but by the blood that Jesus 
shed to give us forgiveness of sins, salva-
tion, grace, and the promise of eternal 
life.  We are here to uphold and support 
each other. Together we are strong.  Re-
member, it’s not what the church wants, 
but what God wants from us. 

After the worship, we went downstairs and 
shared in Fellowship Hour and a craft. We 
enjoyed each other’s company working  
together, talking, and laughing. We all felt 
the Unity. 

We welcomed Frank Gargano into the life of 
this congregation on Sunday, November 
16.  It was a beautiful day.  Pastor Blondel 
Jones-Grant presided over the worship  
Service sharing holy Communion for Trinity 
Sunday. What a special day! After the  
service we shared a Fellowship Hour in 
Frank’s honor. Frank has been actively  
involved with us for a while now.  He helps 
with Media every Sunday, and he has been 
leading the Bible Study group.  Please  
welcome Frank. You will find him by the 
computer in the overflow room by the 
church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Muriel Timari, Vice Chair Board of Elders 

Events Happening beyond GKMC: 
 

Vanderbilt Community Dinner:  
On Saturday, November 16, 2025, we met to put 
together the desserts for one hundred clients 
that would receive the goodies and food. We 
also provided mixed vegetables for them. Pam 
Bailey arranged to bring some of the scouts to 
help pack the desserts and then go down to 
Vanderbilt to give out the food or put the food 
together. We had eight scouts there with 
their parents. It was a wonderful experience to 
be part of gathering all the food and distributing 
it and putting it into the trays and packing it up. 
The clients received home cooked turkey, ham, 
mixed vegetables, stuffing, sweet potatoes, 
cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie, apple-like  
turnover, a brownie which was made to look like 
a turkey leg, and candy. The scouts experienced 
how we help people in need. They received 
their service badge.  

I want to thank all who helped from putting the 
boxes together, baking, packing and working 
down at Vanderbilt Moravian Church. The shout 
out goes to Pam Bailey, Charlott Bramwell,  
Kristen Evangelist, Vianey Hallett, Debra Jelonek, 
Jimmy Jimenez, Stan Timari, the scouts and 
their parents. Without all of you this mission 
project wouldn't be successful. 

The dinners are always held on the third  
Saturday of every month. If you would like to 
participate at Vanderbilt Moravian Church by 
putting food into bags to be handed out to the 
clients, you can show up at 3:30 pm to assist 
with that. Gwen would love to have the help. 

If you would like to help with baking or 
supplying the candy for the dinners, please let 
Muriel Timari know. We will be providing the 
desserts for the rest of the year. Thank you very 
much. Blessings, Muriel 
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Advent Season Gift for Moravian Open Door 
  

Each Advent season we are reminded of the 
family long ago who were homeless, had no 
room at the inn, and not even a crib for their  
expected infant. Yet they were provided for.  
Moravian Open Door (MOD) is a Moravian  
ministry in New York City that provides a 
safe, clean, temporary home for homeless 
men and women. Currently we have 34  
residents whose ages range from 53 to 91 
years. While the facility, called Moravian 
House, provides accommodation in single 
and double rooms, the staff provides  
supportive services to rebuild lives and help 
residents move to affordable permanent 
housing. 

MOD receives no government funding at all.  
Donations from individuals, congregations, 
and other private sources must cover the 
rest of operating expenses. Your gift this  
Advent season can help the vital ministry of 
MOD, the only transitional housing ministry 
of the Northern Province of the Moravian 
Church Please respond generously with your 
“No Room at the Inn” gift to support this 
ministry. www.moravianhouse.org 

Prayer and lay Leadership 
 A three part online educational webinar that 
the Eastern District will be offering in Janu-
ary, February, and March.  Designed to 
strengthen and support lay leadership, this 
series is part of the new EQUIP initiative.    
More information will be in the church  
bulletin, next month’s church newsletter, and 
on the website: 
http://www.moravian.org/equip. It should 
be especially interesting and useful for board 
members, ministry leaders and anyone inter-
ested in deepening his or her experience of 
prayer.  
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The MCNP Racial Justice Team and the MCSP 
Moravian Team for Reconciliation 
(Racial, Cultural and Ethnic) are pleased to  
announce that they are jointly sponsoring this 
year’s New Way of Being Advent Series, 
“Come, Let Us Walk in the Way of Faith, 
Hope, and Love.” How do we know “God still 
goes that road with us?”  How do we walk with 
those seeking safety, refuge, and a new life? 
The series will  provide suggestions for ways 
congregations and individuals may walk with 
our immigrant neighbors. All sessions will be 
offered on Zoom on Wednesdays, December 3, 
10, and 17, from 7:30-8:30 PM ET. Guest  
presenters for the series are The Rev. Angelica  
Regalado-Cieza, Pastor at Fries Memorial  
Moravian Church in Winston-Salem, NC; The 
Rev. Mikayla Sauerbrey, pastor of Calvary  
Moravian Church in Allentown, PA and Marcus 
Dip Silas of Mending Together; and The Rev. 
Ben Lippert, pastor of the Schoenbrunn  
Moravian Congregation in New Philadelphia, 
Ohio. Zoom Meeting ID 878 3916 5887, 
Passcode 53405 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pw
d=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafqLitKwtJHYHhE5j.1 

Visit 
https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/
12/new-way-of-being-advent-series-2025/ for 
additional details. Questions? Contact Rev. Sue 
Koenig at suekoenig@mcnp.org.  

 
 

http://www.moravian.org/equip
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pwd=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafqLitKwtJHYHhE5j.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pwd=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafqLitKwtJHYHhE5j.1
https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/12/new-way-of-being-advent-series-2025/
https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/12/new-way-of-being-advent-series-2025/
mailto:suekoenig@mcnp.org
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Great Kills Moravian Church 

62 Hillside Terrace 

Staten Island, N Y  10308 

Great Kills Moravian Church Worship Weekly Scriptures  
 

If you miss our In-Person worship service  you may join in the recorded services available on our 
church website 24/7.  

 
December 7 - Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion, Fellowship Hour 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 14 - Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 
 

December 21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Sunday School Pageant, Lovefeast 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 8:1-7,10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

 
December 25 - Nativity of the Lord 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 
 
 

December 28 -  First Sunday after Christmas Day 
Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 
 
 


