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There was so much of the Spirit in New Dorp Moravian Church last Saturday that Pastor
Walter Bishop said he hoped the women would leave some of it there. More than one
hundred fifty women from the five New York City boroughs and some from New Jersey
attended the Eastern Region Moravian Women Spring Rally at New Dorp Church last
Saturday. Muriel, Vianey, Pam, and Charlott represented Great Kills. Our friend, Blondel
Jones-Grant was the day's program leader, and our organist, Stan Timari, provided the music.
We had a blast.

A volunteer from the audience led rousing choruses of Standing on the Promises of Christ My
King, and other songs. We ate lunch. It rained. It was cold outside. Inside there were contests
about quotes from the book of James and hymns from the Moravian Book of Worship.
Apparently, John Hus Church in Brooklyn and United Church in Manhattan have a friendly
rivalry, with the winner getting its name on a trophy that spends the year at the winning
church. Our valiant team of four: Muriel, Vianey, Pam and Charlott probably finished

last. But we learned how to study for next time.

Towards the end of the day, each congregation was awarded a token financial amount to
assist a project. We now have some seed money. Any idea how we can invest that money to
stir hearts? For spiritual growth? Or love and good works? We don’t have a president of our
women's group, because we don’t have a women's group. Think about it.

On Sunday, in church, Muriel described the rally and the fun we had. Peter asked the
congregation if there was a men's group. Todd, who preached that day, said something about
talking later.

Years ago, churches sponsored men’s groups and women’s groups and choirs and benevolent
societies and scouts and dinners. We don’t do much of that any more. We’re older, we’re
busy. But if anyone has a burn to do something, there is some seed money available.

Charlott Bramwell
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"In essentials, unity; in non-essentials,
liberty; in all things, love."

Great Kills Moravian Church

Phone: 718-317-7788

Fax: 718-356-2826

*Office: Mon- Thurs 9am - 1pm

*office hours subject to change

Office Administrator: Elizabeth Loveridge
Email: office@greatkillsmoravian.org
Website: www.greatkillsmoravian.org
We are also on Facebook

Email: pastor@greatkillsmoravian.org

Elders:

Muriel Timari, Vice Chair

Liz Reres

Karen Maskuli

Debra Jelonek

Charlott Bramwell, Secretary
Todd Hallett

Trustees:

Nancy Burri, President

Mike Crea, Vice-President & Treasurer
Claudia McGloin, Financial Secretary
Janice Hermansen

Stan Timari

Jim Jimenez

Central Board of Elders
Liz Reres
Muriel Timari

Central Board of Trustees
Nancy Burri
Michael Crea
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Ministries and Events:

Sunday Worship Services: We continue to hold
worship services on Sunday at 11am in-person
and via Zoom. Worship aids and worship
services are available for Zoom on our website,
www.greatkillsmoravian.org. If you missed a
service click on the Watch Now button under
Previous Services and then click on the service
you would like to view.

Communion Services: Monthly Communion
cups can be delivered if you plan to join a
communion service on Zoom. Contact the church
office.

The Joyful Noise Offering: Children collect a
joyful noise offering every second Sunday. This
quarter, those coins will support Camp Hope.
The children enjoy the sounds of coins clinking,
so bring in your coins. They will accept cash and
checks also.

Greeters: We are looking for Greeters to help
with Sunday morning Service. All you have to do
is arrive at 10:30am, smile, and say, “Welcome.”
If you are interested tell Debra Jelonek when you
can help!

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Prayer shawls are knit or
crocheted for those who need of comfort or
those who are celebrating something. If you are
interested in volunteering to help make shawls
or if you know someone who would like a Prayer
Shawl, please contact the church office.

Celebrations: If you’d like birthday or
anniversary wishes, let the church office know
and they will be added to the monthly
newsletter.
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Christian Education:

Youth Disciple Time: Youth Disciple Time is
held the second Sunday of the month during
worship.

Sunday School: Sunday School will be coming
to an end in June. Please contact Pam Bailey
to register your child for September, 2026.

Confirmation Class Three children, Lilac
Hallett, Elise Leccese, and Peter Ziegeler, are
scheduled to be confirmed on Pentecost, May
24, with Pastor Blondel Jones-Grant offici-
ating. A Fellowship Hour will follow the wor-
ship service. A new class will begin in the fall.

Bible Study: Every Sunday a faithful group
meets for Bible Study after church. They are
studying the book of Genesis. All are
welcome. You can find them downstairs in
Fellowship Hall.

Trustees news:

The financial secretary asks that you write
your envelope number in the memo section
of your check.

Income: $4,013.16
Expenses: $9,807.90
Surplus: -$5,794.74

The Trustees have completed a lot of work.
The church has been power washed. Parking
lanes in the parking lot were repainted. Siding
on the garage was repaired. The C.O. detector
was relocated to comply with NYC Dept of
Buildings requirements. Bathroom doorstops
have been removed to prevent damage to
hinges. The exterminator monthly service
was done. Trustees are getting estimates for
new carpeting in the office hallway, for repair
to lighting on the front steps of the church,
and for the trimming of a tree in front of the
church. The kitchen stove is out of order. The
plumber has ordered parts.
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Joint Board News:

The church alarm will be activated. Anyone
that has a key should check your alarm code
with Michael Crea. You should use the front
door of the church or the fellowship hall
door.

Members getting Approval of Usage of
Facility

All members must adhere to getting approv-
al by written request for any storage needs
and usage of the church facilities, without
exception. Send the request to the Vice Chair
of the Elders, or the Chair or Vice Chair of
the Trustees. The permission must be se-
cured through the Joint Board — consisting
of the Elders and Trustees—regardless of the
scope of the request. This requirement
applies even to seemingly minor or
temporary needs, such as utilizing the
garage, church freezer or refrigerator, stove,
utensils, and appliances or to store food or
belongings during an emergency. Written
approval will be given by the Joint Board.

Announcement: Sunday School Youth
Offering

We are excited to announce that starting in
September 2026, our Sunday School pro-
gram will begin collecting a dedicated
offering from our youth. This initiative is
designed to be a foundational part of our
youth’s spiritual growth, helping to teach
them the importance of stewardship and the
joy of giving back to God from the heart. By
participating in this weekly act of worship,
our young members will gain a practical
understanding of how their contributions
support the church's mission and reflect a
spirit of gratitude for God’s many blessings.
Muriel Timari
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The Elders’ Corner

On Thursday, April 23, 2026, the Elders
gathered for our monthly meeting. Charlott
opened our time together with devotions and
led us in a closing prayer. Our discussions
focused on several key areas of church life, in-
cluding the Newsletter, Pulpit Coverage,
Worship, Christian Education, Media, and
Ushers.

Pulpit Coverage Schedule

We are pleased to announce the following
speakers for our upcoming Sunday services:

e Sunday, May 3rd: Pastor Patricia Honszer

e Sunday, May 10th: Pastor Jesus Laguerra

e Sunday, May 17th: Sister Susan Attzs
Mendoza

e Sunday, May 24th (Pentecost): Pastor
Blondel Jones-Grant

e Sunday, May 31st (Pastor Pulpit Exchange):
Pastor Earl Goulbourne from Grace Moravian

Christian Education & Youth

A special highlight for our congregation: on
Sunday, May 24th, three of our youth—Elise
Leccese, Lilac Hallett, and Peter Ziegeler—
will be making their confirmation. Please join
us in supporting them during this significant
step in their faith journey.

Facility Updates

The Elders and Trustees also reviewed the
current responsibilities and procedures re-
garding facility rentals.

Next Meeting
The Elders will meet again on May 21, 2026.

Respectfully submitted, Sister Muriel Timari
Vice-Chair Elders
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Happenings at Great Kills Moravian Church

While March was certainly a busy month, April
has proven to be even more active and spiritu-
ally fulfilling! Here is a look back at our recent
gatherings and celebrations:

Holy Week Reflections Our journey through
Holy Week began on Thursday, April 2nd,
with a moving Maundy Thursday service led
by Pastor Blondel Jones-Grant. We gathered
around tables in Fellowship Hall to reenact
the Last Supper, listening to the "Readings For
Holy Week" in a deeply communal setting.

On Good Friday (April 3rd), the Elders and
Trustees conducted a solemn Tenebrae Ser-
vice, providing a space for profound reflec-
tion on the passion of our Lord.

Easter Sunday Celebration On April 5th, we
joyfully celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The sanctuary was filled with the spirit
of the season as we proclaimed, "The Lord is
risen! The Lord is risen indeed!" Pastor
Blondel Jones-Grant joined us for the
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, which f
eatured a beautiful solo performance of "I
Am a Witness" by Sister Elise Leccese.

Multi-Generational Service (April 19th) Our
service on Sunday, April 19th, highlighted the
diverse talents within our congregation. This
multi-generational event featured both youth
and adults leading the liturgy. From the
musical offerings of Peter Ziegeler, Cayleigh

Ziegeler, Elise Leccese, Lou Leccese
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Happenings at Great Kills Moravian Church
continued ® 1728: The Daily Texts

to the scripture readings and the "Ode to ® 1731: Communal celebration of Com-

Joy" guitar performance by Gabriel Sanchez, munion

it was a truly inspiring day. We want to ex- e 1732: The Easter Dawn service
tend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who

participated in this service and the Fellow- ® 1733: The Watchnight service
ship Hour that followed; your presence and

help made the afternoon of crafts and A Rich Tapestry of Tradition

laughter very special.

In addition to our unique heritage, the

Good Shepherd Service (April 26th) Contin- Moravians have a long history of embracing
uing our month of worship, on Sunday, April the broader Christian tradition. Many of our
26th, we were blessed to have Brother Todd litanies were adapted from Martin Luther's
Hallett bring us the message for our Good German litanies, which were themselves
Shepherd service. We are grateful for his built upon ancient Roman Catholic forms.
words and the continued spirit of fellowship. This blending of early Bohemian Hussite
roots with 18th-century German Pietism
Respectfully submitted, Sister Muriel Timari creates the Christocentric, patterned
Vice-Chair Elders worship we experience today. Music re-
mains the "theological vehicle" of our faith.
The Story Behind Our Moravian Liturgies In fact, Moravians published the first
hymnal for congregational singing in 1505.
Our liturgies are a unique blend of traditions, Today, these traditions continue to evolve,

created to foster a strong sense of community with new liturgies written for modern
and personal devotion. Their roots reach back to| themes like healing and compassion,
the 15th-century Czech Reformation led by Jan
Hus, which prioritized worship in the local
language and communal involvement.

ensuring our worship remains a living,
breathing expression of God's love.
(Moravian.org)

The most significant developments, however,
occurred during the 18th-century revival in
Herrnhut, Germany. Under the leadership of
Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf, the
community established many of the traditions
we still cherish today:
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Easter Sunday Service
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April 19th Service and Fellowship
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Biography Series of Our Pastors

Susan Attzs-Mendoza
Bronx, NY 10453 e attzsmendoza@yahoo.com

Rev. Susan Attzs-Mendoza was born and raised
on the island of Trinidad where she would later
meet and marry her husband of 45 years, the
Rev. Horace Mendoza. She is the mother of 3
adult children, grandmother to eight (8) and
great-grandmother to one (1). Susan was
employed in Trinidad as a high school teacher.

Susan, her husband, and children emigrated to
the US in 1989, and took up residence in the
Bronx, New York where she became a
community activist and worked with a number
of non-profit organizations advocating for the
rights of tenants, the poor and the
disenfrachised. In 2013, she began working at
Moravian Open Door, as the Executive Director
of a 40-bed transitional housing facility in
Manhattan for homeless individuals aged 50 and
over.

She is a graduate of St. Stephen’s College in her
native Trinidad, and of Columbia University’s
Institute for Not-for-Profit Management Pro-
gram in New York City.

Susan preached her first sermon in October
2000; was consecrated and commissioned to
serve as an Evangelist in 2014 at Cosmopolitan
Church of the Lord Jesus, where she also
preached and was part of the Ministerial Staff.
In 2019, Susan went on to be licensed and
ordained as a Priest to preach the Gospel. In
2022, she graduated from the Moravian
Seminary’s Lay Leadership Crossroads Program
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, after completing a

two-year course of study.
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As part of her coursework requirements,
Susan developed and implemented an
international on-line Ministry in 2020 called
“Table Talk for Women,” which has since
continued to meet every Tuesday via Zoom.

In 2020, feeling led by God, Susan united
with the Moravian Church and went on to
become a member of Tremont Terrace
Moravian Church where she had been
providing on-going pulpit supply three
times a month beginning in 2018.

Again, following God’s call, in 2023 Susan
transferred her membership to United
Moravian Church where she currently
preaches as needed, and serves as an Elder
as well as the President of the Women’s
Fellowship.

For over twenty years, Susan has been
traveling around the Tri-State Area to vari-
ous churches and denominations, serving
as a visiting preacher and teacher of God’s
Word to His people. She’ also preaches
when visiting her native island of Trinidad
& Tobago.
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Events Happening beyond GKMC:

Vanderbilt Community Dinner:

The dinners are always held on the third Sat-
urday of every month. If you would like to
participate at Vanderbilt Moravian Church. If
you like to help with baking or supplying the
candy for the dinners, please let Muriel
Timari know. We will be providing the
desserts for the rest of the year. Thank you
very much.

Respectfully, Muriel Timari Coordinator for
Vanderbilt Moravian Community Dinners

May Birthdays
5/1 Heather Ulrich
5/3 Gary Scarpato
5/4 Alicia Cella
5/6 Jason Crea
5/7 Lily Coury
Emily Koop

5/9 Kristin Christie
5/11 Ryan McGloin
5/12 Jesus Laguerra

Lou Leccese

Matthew Pezzengrilli
5/15 Linda Mercaldo
5/16 Aiden Moscarda
5/17 Colin Christie

Vianey Hallett
5/18 Jason Crea
5/21 Michelle Russo
5/24 Jessica Hansen
5/28 Adam Maskuli

May Anniversaries
5/3 Grace & Richard Scarpato
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Email Address: If you have an email
address, can the church have it? We send
the monthly Church Herald & Weekly
Worship aid out by email. If you cannot
attend Sunday worship and elect to follow
the service online, you will have the
worship aid on hand ahead of time.

Directory: The new Members and Friends
directory should go out this Month. Thank
you to everyone who updated contact infor-
mation.

GKMC Prayer List: To add someone, send a
request to the office. Request forms are in a
basket in the Narthex.

Prayers For: The Reginald Family, The
Beepath Family, The family of Dennis Brack-
ett, Elizabeth Peterson- Reres Family, Ethel
and Bill Ducey, Donna and Charlie Montanti,
John Ducey, Bill and Carol Burt, Linda Golino,
Susan C, Jim Jimenez, Joanne K, Joyce Fer-
nandez, Maggie, James Peterson, Doug
Wycoff, Sean and his mom Sue and stepdad
Bill, Ryan, Susan, Marge Van Nostrand
(Please contact the church office to add or
remove names from the prayer list)

Pastors and co-leaders for May
May 3, 2026 Pastor Patricia Honszer

May 10, 2026 - Pastor Jesus Laguerra/
Brother Jimmy Jimenez

May 17, 2026 - Sister Susan Attzs-Mendoza/
Sister Donna Ziegeler

May 24, 2026 - Pastor Blondel Jones-Grant/
Brother Todd Hallett

May 31, 2026 - Pastor Earl Goulbourne/Sister
Laura Hepworth
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9:30am Sunday School, Confirmation 6pm-10pm Eastern
Class Star
11:00am Worship In-person and Zoom-
12:15pm Fellowship Hour
10 Mother’s Day 11 12 13 14 15 16
9:30am Sunday School, Confirmation 7pm Joint Board 6pm-10pm Eastern | 10:30am-3:30pm 4pm-6pm
Class Mtg Star AARP ;
11:00am Worship In-person and Zoom- 6pm-10pm GK Lodge M.m:aoa_: Comm
Youth Disciple Time nner
12:15pm Bible Study
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9:30am Sunday School, Confirmation 11am Elders Mtg
Class
11:00am Worship In-person and Zoom
12:15pm Fellowship Hour
24 Pentecost 25 26 27 28 29 30
9:30am Sunday School, Confirmation Memorial Day 6pm-10pm GK Lodge

Class

11:00am Worship In-person and Zoom-
Holy Communion/Confirmation
12:15pm Fellowship Hour

31

9:30am Sunday School, Confirmation
Class

11:00am Worship In-person and Zoom-
12:15pm Fellowship Hour
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Great Kills Moravian Church Worship Weekly Scriptures

If you miss our In-Person worship service you may join in the recorded services available on our
church website 24/7.

May 3 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Moravian Music Sunday
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5,15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-4

May 10 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21

May 17 - Seventh Sunday of Easter-Ascension Sunday
Fellowship Hour
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10,32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14,5:6-11; John 17:1-11

May 24 - Day of Pentecost
Holy Communion/Confirmation, Fellowship Hour
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23

May 31 - Trinity Sunday
Fellowship Hour
Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20



